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2 3 MAY 1958 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: H*»rlaj - Senate Foreign Relations Committee 


I. On Monday, 19 May* the Director and Mr. Robert Murphy, 
D.imty (Infer S.«r.t»ry, Dep.rtm.nt of Stoto, .ppe.r.d Were the S.nete 
Foreign Relations Committee, which was chaired by Senator Theodore 
Francis Green (D. , R. 1. ). Also present were Republican Senators 
Alexander Wiley (Wie. ), H. Alexander Smith (N. J. ), Bourke B. 

<;<*«>• Lu|» (N. Ddt. ), WUlUm F. KaowUnd 

(Calif. ) (for a f.v ndutai .t th. «nd only), C«.r,a D. Alina (Vt. ) and 
Hamar E. Capahart (fed. ). Damoeratie Senator* preaeat. fe addition 
to auirmaa Croon, wore Hubert H. Hmnphr.y (Minn. ). MU. htan.fi.ld 
(Mont. ), and Wayne Morse (Oreg. J. 


2 * Aft *' M? * Murphy had read his prepared statement, the 
Director spoke from notes on the evolution of Communist tactics from 
ths hard approach of fores in tfas Stalinist era to the present more subtle 
combination of economic approaches and penetration of aad alliance with 
leftist elements, la South America this presented them with many oppor 
tunities. In the case of Vonoauola the Communists canto back into tits 
country in force with Ac overthrow of Perea Jimeaca. The Director 
pointed out that we could and did predict the possibilities of trouble and 
the nature of die trouble foreseen, but that CIA cannot predict the nature 
aad spread of riots with any precision or Bis stability af sscurity forcss 
in a situation such as sxistsd in Vcnosuela. Ths Chairman limited 
questioning by Committee members to fivo minutes apiece. 
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, ^ _ i* f enAtor Humphrey .aid hie sole aim was to inform himself to 

}****• ***** ** M * regard for the Director aad CIA. 

S r4ema ttnlv * r#lti *» M Mkad if Dopartment of 
State had advteod Vice President Nixon not to visit them. Mr. Murphy 

•aid that there had boon considerable discussion of this and advice that 
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perhaps th* Vi«« President should not visit thess at which tho moat 
serious trouble was expected and pointed out that in some degree the 
success of Mr. Nixon's contact with the students at Montevideo 
Influenced him and his party to hope that similar successes could be 
developed In the succeeding vieite. He pointed out that CIA had 
developed and givaa to State a large amount of specific information 
on hi Caracas situation. Ho also said that in connection with the visit 
to tiie San Marco University the Vice President decided to go on efter 
very grave doubts. 

4. Senator Wiley said it was his understanding Vies President 
Nixon's visits wsrs mads on tho doeision of tho Executive Brandi that 
they would promote our forolgn policy in the area and that the timing 
had bean tied i to President Frondisl's inaugural. He said he understood 
thoro were specific invitations from each country and that visits such as 
these followed regular diplomatic tradition. Ho aloo add ho folt that in 
this particular case the trouble could be turned to advaatago by rovoaling 
and emphasising to the South Americans themselves the nature of die 
Communist danger. He also askod if tho Ambassadors from ths countries 
concerned had not apologised so that rslatlona currently were good. 

Mr. Murphy said this was true. 

9. Senator Mansfield asked first for Mr. Murphy's comments 
about die letter Ambassador Warren at Ankara had sent to Pedro Estrada 
complimenting him on putting down the first revolt. Mr. Murphy pointed 
out that when Mr. Warron had boon Ambassador in Venezuela it had bees 
his duty to work with tils regime of which Estrada was a part and* therefore, 
it was not too unnatural for him to writs to his former associate. Mr. 
Murphy said, however, dud be personally considered it a source of 
eonsidorablo embarrassment. Mr. Mansfield askod if Pores JMLmeae* 
did, ss rumored in dm papers, own property in Florida* D. C. , and other 
places, and was bringing $2S* 000*000 into the United States. Mr. Murphy 
said that State would not have specific infermatlea so such matters but 
agreed that probably Paros J intense wee o wealthy man. Senator Mansfield 
then commented that he thought it was very unfortunate to have dispatched 
Marines and Paratroopers to the Caribbean with so much publicity, and 
asked if State kad concurred. Mr. Murphy said yes ths Secretary had 
concurred; that die decision wns made in the light of tho events as they 
saw them at the time, and it would be necessary to wait and soa the long- 
run results. Senator Mansfield said that as a formar Marins ha know tho 
antipathy toward thorn in the area and Marines should not have boon used 
in any case. 
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Sowft American count ri« • h« visited** two your* age and naked if 
Communist threat was a very recent development. Mr. Murphy aaid 
Acre had been a considerable period of evolution and growing Comm uni et 
capability and that the economic decline in South America has speeded up 
and enhanced this capa bi lity during the lad two year#. Senator Smith 
achod if the Nixon trip was. therefore, in recognition o 4 the growing 
problems, and Mr. Murphy said yee that was one of the considerations. 

7. Senator Marco also ached why Marines were sent when other 
military forces were available in the area. Mr. Murphy aaid it was a 
matter of judgment and if no action had been taken and damage had 
occurred that too would have boon criticised. Senator Morse asked for 
a report on what ether forces were available, and Mr. Murphy said he 
would ask for such information. Senator Morse ashed if the dispatch ef 
Marines was dm in anger or after careful consideration and if so what 
was tbs consideration* Mr. Murphy said here sms very careful discussion 
of all aspects. 

8. Senator Hickoaloopor said he had noted considerable criticism 
that the United States had not boon paying sufficient attention to South 
America and yet when we sent General LeMay on a spectacular flight to 
South America wc got criticised for that too. Ho said it's a case af 

Damned if you do and damned if you don't. " and seemed to be the same 
witia the Marines. He said the United States will also be aecueed of being 
on i imperialist power if we deal with any current regime. He aeked w hat 
excuse the Venesuelan authorities gave for the failure be keep order. Mr. 
Murphy aaid their excuses were net toe satisfactory and Ac failure seemed 
due particularly to unawarcacsa of the problem, and Ac fact that Ac old 
Estrada security form »» 


7. Senator Aihon asked if Ae Communist activities wars carried 
on by South American Communists, not Russian. Mr. Murphy said that 
was true although they got Ae party line and targets from Moscow. 

Senator Aiken asked if we gave Pores Jimenes a modal, and Mr. Murphy 
said ws had given him a Medal for Merit in 1984 and road from a paper the 
circumstances leading to that decoration. 


10. Senator Capehart asked about Ae Vice President's itinerary 
and Mr. Maurice Bembaum ef State who had been wiA Ae Vice President 
amswered. Senator Capehart asked if Ae rioters really were st ud ents and 
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SECRET 

of Mb. Witt T” 

Murphy ..id .tr.ugtt mu . t b . . v »u,bu « “* ' “* "*• 

Communism in man y wivi r- ^ V accessary to count# r 

necessary for the President to have troops r^Ld^V* ** ** h * d n0t lM> * n 
hnd failed, and Mr. Murphy agreed. * ^ 8inC * p#mceful protection 

international **Th« i>i wato^* ^* n **ti know much about 

l»rd cr. .i.m.nt* w.rldwid., ’’“f ” »• 

Sonator Gr..„ .. k . d tt" ?** P *** 

it was. * * •* cr * t actiTlt y «»d toe Director said 



Murphy 'td ^ tt." Z '’“H £ 

Morss said he wanted n. ntations. At toe end Senator 

Senator Humphrey said he too wisbsc^r^TL# 10 ** Vf**** 1 **’ «* 
what is being dona preoa«a«£^* ! ^•wttoHon, particularly 

„• , * propagandawise to counter the South Ameri<r>« 

problem. He else wanted informeti^. American 

problems and policies in South cconomie and sdueational 

fromd.«h. Mr. B.mb«m « i“^. u £T ?„!** ‘ wo mta «« 

nsarly did too Vice Praald**.* _„7 * , car hod gens ovsr as it 

Hs commented on toe calendid^ah * Wywouid *•* have gotten out at it. 
^ * •P*e»did job toe Seeret Service had dene. 
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